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In many states, the statutes provide a system of registering the title to motor vehicles not unlike the Torrens system of registering 
title to real property. ! Such statutes constitute an authorized exercise of the police power on the part of the legislature, and do 
not violate any of the provisions of the Federal Constitution.” Such a statute is a police regulation of the highest order and 


should be liberally construed to accomplish its purpose.’ The provisions of such statutes vary between jurisdictions, but they 
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have in common an arrangement for the issuance of a certificate of title or similar instrument which, it is intended, shall show 


who is the owner of the vehicle.* 


Statutes providing a system for registering title are to be interpreted in accordance with the general purpose sought to be 


effectuated by them,’ which is to prevent theft and fraud in the transfer of title to motor vehicles. The requirement that vehicles 
be titled serves the purpose of protecting owners of motor vehicles, persons holding liens thereon, and the public in transactions 


involving vehicles.” The function of a statutory scheme governing motor vehicle titles is to outline a single filing procedure 


for the notation of ownership and security interests in vehicles on the certificate of title. Under this unified system, parties to 
a commercial transaction may rely with practical certitude on the ownership and security interests inscribed on the certificate 


of title.’ A certificate of title statute is designed to allow buyers to readily and reliably ascertain the status of a seller's title 


without recourse to official state records. 1? 
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